FAMILY, CHILDHOOD, AND MABBIAOE

country. It was she who related to him, later on, the
anecdote from which he drew Carmen; and, later
still, she suggested to the traveler, lover of art and
of historical reconstitutions, the idea of a new Don
Pedro, king of Castille, on whose memory weigh a
number of timely "suppressions" including those of
some relations and of Eleonora de Guzman, who had
been his father's mistress. To help Merimee in his
eager search for authentic documents, she stirred
into activity legions of archivists and librarians,
awoke benumbed energies, and shook the dust from
annals which had lain unheeded during long cen-
turies. Influencing both his mind and heart, she
whispered into the ear of her friend a historical
theory of her own about Don Pedro, which Merimee
practically adopted and skillfully turned into a com-
plete system of his own.

The Empress' mother recognized and admitted
the merits of the ideas advocated by the French doc-
trinaries and liberals who then shared with the '' disv
cussing gentry" the favors of Louis Philippe's
reign; but all her affection went out to some "tyrant
of genius'' who would lead the people toward good-
ness and happiness without bothering them with the
means he employed to accomplish this beneficent
end. It is certain that the great Napoleon was her
ideal. In the family to which she belonged, one was
born a Bonapartist and one remained so till death.
Some years later, she learned that a certain Prince,
twenty years of age, bearing the name of Bonaparte,
was in Madrid. She managed to meet him and to
study him with most minute care. Handsome, fas-
cinating, witty, he was surely a Bonaparte, but he
was not the Bonaparte for whom she declared that

5